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Introduction
Following the retirement of Rev Philip Majcher, applications are invited for the unrestricted charge
of London Crown Court in the Presbytery of England from candidates who are currently a Minister
of the Church of Scotland with Category O registration or who are eligible to be a Minister of the
Church of Scotland. Candidates for ordination and induction will also be considered but should
have other relevant career experience, and so be entering the ministry as a second career.
Crown Court Church is one of two Church of Scotland congregations in central London. It is
situated in the heart of London’s Theatreland, having been on its current site for over 300 years.
Unlike most Scottish churches, the congregation is a ‘gathered’ one, consisting mainly of Scots or
those of Scottish origin who travel in from across the Home Counties.
The congregation is lively, inclusive, outward-looking and welcoming to the many visitors from all
over the world who pass through London on business or on holiday.
The Kirk Session has a unitary constitution and is composed of thirty five elders – evenly balanced
between men and women. The composition of the Session is reviewed regularly and new elders
are appointed as required, most recently in September 2020.
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Crown Court’s History
Crown Court Church of Scotland is the oldest surviving Scots Kirk in London, although there were
once eight or more in London and the South East. The earliest records of the congregation date
from 1711, and it is possible that it was descended from those Scottish courtiers who came to
London with King James VI in 1603 and were known to have worshipped in Whitehall Palace until
it was destroyed by fire in 1698. Whether or not that is the case, in 1719 this 'congregation of
nobles, gentlemen and commoners who worshipped God according to the traditions of their
fathers' built their church on the site in Covent Garden where Crown Court Church now stands.
Fortunes have waxed and waned since then. In the mid-19th-century ministry of Dr John
Cumming crowds of up to a thousand people came to Crown Court to hear his nationallyrenowned preaching and the Crown Court Sunday School grew into a ‘ragged school’ providing
day and Sunday school teaching to local people, educating over 16,000 children in the years
between 1845 and 1870. However, when Dr Cumming retired the congregation dwindled. The
building (by then the second on the site and much expanded) was in poor condition, funds were
low and by this point Covent Garden was regarded as a slum area. Although a new minister was
eventually appointed after a two-year vacancy, in 1883 he and most of the congregation left to
build a new church in the more fashionable West End – now St Columba’s Church in Pont Street.
However, a determined group remained to continue their ministry on the original site and
gradually the church revived. A new building, the current one, was built in 1909 after a major fundraising campaign by Lady Frances Balfour, a daughter of the Duke of Argyll and sister-in-law of the
Prime Minister.
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During the mid-20th-century ministry of Dr Joseph Moffett the congregation once again expanded
and the Sunday School, Rambling and Social Club and other church organisations thrived. Though
the congregation faces the same challenges today as congregations across the country, attendance
at morning services has gradually improved under the retiring minister and Crown Court remains a
vibrant congregation in the heart of London’s theatreland and a little piece of Scotland here in
Westminster.
In 2019 we marked our Tercentenary with a year of activities and events to ‘Celebrate and Renew
Three Hundred Years of Service in Covent Garden’. These included forming links with local
charities, the commissioning through a competition of an anthem for the choir, a service of
celebration and rededication preached by the Moderator of the General Assembly and a gala organ
concert, together with a ball, ceilidh, garden party and flower festival to match celebrations to
everyone’s tastes.
Crown Court Church has now embarked on its second three hundred years of service with the same
faith and hope as our forebears in 1719 and before did.
Location
Crown Court church is a historic church in Westminster. The City of Westminster is at the heart of
London and Crown Court is at the heart of the Covent Garden district, with its many theatres,
restaurants, bars and pubs, near the centre of Government of the UK. About one million people set
foot in Westminster at some time during the day, but the resident population now stands at
approximately 234,000, from a very diverse range of origins and less than 50% are Christian.
Map showing location of church and manse in relation to Westminster and City of London:
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The Congregation
Crown Court is not a parish church, but an in-gathered congregation of mostly Scots or those of
Scottish descent, from all over Greater London and beyond. Many members have a lengthy
journey to come to church. As of June 2021, there are currently 192 members, 12 adherents and 23
on the Supplementary Roll. Average attendance on Sunday mornings in early 2020 before the
COVID-19 pandemic was around 55.
By no means are all members Scots, as this is a multi-cultural congregation whose nature is driven
by its London circumstances and is thus very different to Scottish parishes. There is strong
representation from other Reformed traditions and Presbyterian churches in many countries
(Malawi, the USA, etc) and even the Scots in the congregation range from young people at the start
of their careers in the city to those returning after bringing up families and those who have retired
and settled in the south. Many come from Scotland to follow careers in London and return to
Scotland when they retire or change jobs, so while there is a loyal and regular congregational core,
there is inevitably a slightly transient nature to the congregation. We also see a number of visitors
in church on most Sundays (both morning and evening), as people from Scotland and all over the
world pass through London on business or on holiday. Additionally, a group of volunteers runs an
Open Church on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from June to August. During 2019 we received 193
visitors and it is anticipated that this will continue as soon as normality returns.
The congregation has a very
welcoming, open and inclusive
attitude to all who come to Crown
Court. Every Sunday a team welcomes
members and visitors. Refreshments
are served in the hall after the
morning, evening and mid-week
services and a light lunch is available
after the morning service — all of
which provide the opportunity to meet
our visitors and extend our links with
other congregations and heighten the
awareness of Crown Court in Scotland
and beyond. The congregation is
active and outgoing and many
members are very committed and
involved in the life of the church, able
and willing to take on administrative
and other appropriate tasks as these
arise.
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Worship
Crown Court Church’s style of worship is traditional, in that it is conservative but not illiberal,
welcoming and inclusive. Music is important in our services and there is a strong fellowship
element, with church lunches for many representing the centrepiece of a full day away from
home on a Sunday.
There are three weekly services: a morning and evening service on Sunday and a short reflective
lunchtime service on Thursday. Each serves a different section of the congregation, with limited
crossover in terms of attendance between the three.
At the morning service Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of every month, and
also on Maundy Thursday, and Easter Day. At the evening service, Communion is celebrated four
times a year, on the first Sunday in March, June, October and December (the monthly morning
communion services in these months are also marked as quarterly communion).
The 20-minute lunchtime service for prayer and meditation on Thursdays is attended both by
members and people working in the local area.
There is also a quarterly Gaelic Service in the church, organised by the Gaelic Society of London,
with a social gathering in the hall, in the afternoon of the second Sundays in March, May,
September and December.
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Music
Music plays a more important part in the life of Crown Court church than might be imagined for a
church that is part of the Reformed/Presbyterian tradition.
Our current Organist and Choirmaster, Sean Heath, has been in place since November 2019 and is
an accomplished and experienced professional musician. There is a committed voluntary,
amateur adult choir whose primary function is to lead the worship on Sunday morning and
includes the singing of an anthem at most Sunday morning services. The congregation also sings
strongly.
Over the years the choir has organised and participated in a range of additional services and
concerts, taken part in broader ecumenical events – such as leading the annual carol singing for
Christian Aid in Trafalgar Square each Christmas – and sung for weekend services at both St Albans
Abbey and Worcester Cathedral. Many friendships have been forged in the choir and we maintain
strong links with past members, so reunions and special services can attract people from all over
the UK, as well as from overseas.
The choir has commissioned several new anthems, most recently one to celebrate the church’s
Tercentenary Year through a competition for young composers, with a further commission in the
pipeline for autumn 2021.
From time to time concerts take place in the church. The most recent was a series of organ recitals
marking the rebuilding of the Bevington organ, installed when the current church building was
erected in 1909 and rebuilt in 2019 by David Wells, Organ Builders of Liverpool.
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Kirk Session
The Session is a cohesive group of some 35 active Elders ministering to districts. Crown Court has
a particularly strong Kirk Session, with an unusually wide range of talents and experience offered
by a London-based gathered congregation, including senior political, civil/foreign service, military
and professional figures, directors of multi-national companies, academics, artists, and others, all
with a wealth of life experiences, who work in partnership with the Minister. In recent years
(though not in 2019 or 2020) the Session has undertaken an annual retreat, to enable discussion of
spiritual and pastoral issues in greater depth than is possible at regular ordinary meetings.
A number of Kirk Session Committees have responsibility for matters such as Finance, Fabric and
Promotions. Each committee has a convenor, who is also an Elder, with other members being
Elders and/or co-opted members of the congregation. These Committees meet periodically, both
individually and collectively.

Pastoral Care Group
There is a Pastoral Care Group which supports the Elders in considering the pastoral needs of
members of the congregation. The Minister leads the work of the group, members of which carry
out both home and hospital visits. The challenges of pastoral care at Crown Court are very
different from those experienced in parishes in Scotland, given the unusual circumstances of a
gathered congregation, with members scattered across London and the South East. The
distances and associated travelling time involved in this commitment can be significant, meaning
that the complementary support provided by members of this group towards the pastoral
wellbeing of the congregation is a particularly important one.
Finance

The financial affairs of the church are sound. For many years prior to 2020 an annual surplus has
been achieved. Mainly as a result of being unable to let the church hall, we expect to have a deficit
in the current year, but existing reserves are more than sufficient to meet this shortfall.
This is a generous congregation. By way of example, as part of our Tercentenary celebrations we
made an appeal to the congregation for financial assistance to refurbish the organ. The
congregation raised more than £110,000 towards the cost through individual gifts and other
fundraising activities.
Church Organisations
Numbers in the crèche and Sunday School vary from week to week, as the distances which people
travel to church can make weekly attendance difficult for families with small children. The
average number currently attending Sunday School is 10. There is a Guild of 3 members and a
Rambling and Social Club of about 8 members. Both organisations have an active schedule of
events throughout the year.
There are many events throughout the church year that bring together the church's organisations
and the wider congregation, with two of the longest established being the annual Burns Supper
and the Christmas Market.
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The Church also enjoys the support of the Friends of Crown Court, a group made up of members of
the congregation and former members who have moved away from London but wish to keep in
touch with the church. The Friends usually hold an annual ‘Friends Sunday’ service in September,
followed by lunch in the hall. The Minister has traditionally been an ex officio member of the
Friends Committee.
The church hall is used by a range of other local social, charitable and commercial organisations,
with hall lettings providing a significant income. The hall is also much in demand by London
theatres as rehearsal space.
The Scottish Community in London
The minister of Crown Court has an ‘ambassadorial’ role as a representative of the expatriate Scots
community in London. This includes links with charities such as ScotsCare and Borderline as well
as other Scottish organisations operating in London (London Scottish regiment and football club,
Burns Club, etc). In particular the congregation supports Borderline in a number of different ways
throughout the year. Further details can be found on their web sites: www.scotscare.com and
www.borderline-uk.org respectively.
Following the publication of the book ‘Scots in Great War London’ in 2018 to mark the role of
Scottish organisations in London during the Great War, Crown Court Church is a founder member of
the new Scots in London organisation which aims to revive and strengthen these ties through joint
activities.
Ecumenical Relations
The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland visits London annually at St
Andrewstide and preaches to both Scottish churches as well as visiting major political, ecumenical
and charity figures.
Crown Court was a founder member of Churches Together in Westminster and continues to play a
leading role in ecumenical affairs. The Minister has an important part to play in representing the
Reformed tradition in Westminster. We have a particularly close relationship with Bloomsbury
Central Baptist Church.
As part of our Tercentenary celebrations we re-established a previously strong link with Bruce
House which is a hostel in Drury Lane associated with Centrepoint. We support them with
donations at Easter, Harvest, and Christmas.
We hope to be able to extend our Outreach beyond our traditional communities into areas such as
student bodies and nationalities/groups not currently represented. We support a number of
charities through retiring offerings at quarterly communion services and have for many years
supported Christian Aid through collections at London railway and tube stations during Christian
Aid Week in May and at other times through the year.
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Church Building
The church building is in good condition and is regularly assessed by the Fabric Committee. The
most recent work undertaken within the Sanctuary was to significantly upgrade both the lighting
and sound systems.
In addition to the Sanctuary there is a large hall and a small kitchen and vestry. The hall is used not
only by the church – including for fellowship following the Sunday services as well as by various
church organisations – but is also regularly used by external groups in return for donations, thereby
providing a source of income for the church.
A disabled lift gives access from street level to both the Sanctuary and the hall. A toilet, accessed
from the hall, provides facilities for the physically challenged as well as changing facilities for those
with small children. There is a hearing loop system in the Sanctuary.
The Manse
The Manse is located at 53 Sidmouth Street, London WC1H 8JX, in the Bloomsbury conservation
area. Sidmouth Street forms part of the estate developed by the Duke of Bedford from 1800
onward. The property is a Grade II-listed Georgian townhouse on a comparatively quiet street and
overlooking a green public square. The accommodation is arranged as follows:
Lower Ground: kitchen, utility room, double bedroom, bathroom
Ground: reception room, large cloakroom, WC
First Floor: 2 double bedrooms (one previously used as a study), family bathroom
Second Floor: 2 double bedrooms
There is also a small, but secluded, patio garden to the rear and accessed from the ground floor.
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A rolling programme of works, overseen by the Fabric Committee, ensures the property is
appropriately maintained and kept in good decorative order.
The Manse is about a mile and a half’s walk (or a short trip on a bus or the Piccadilly tube line)
from the church and is conveniently situated for the mainline railway stations of King’s Cross,
St Pancras and Euston. Its central location allows easy access not only to the church but also
to the rest of London and its many amenities, including good local schools.
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Administration
To support the Minister and Kirk Session, the Church employs an administrator who prepares the
Orders of Service and issues the papers for all meetings. The administrator manages the church
office, hall lettings, external bookings for the Church and produces the bi-monthly newsletter. The
current administrator is also an elder. The Church employs an external cleaning company to clean
the hall and Sanctuary.
Communications
The Church issues a bi-monthly news-sheet to all members – the Crown Court Circular – giving
details of forthcoming services, Church organisations’ events and external events run by other
churches in the area. The Church magazine, The Chronicle, is produced three times a year by a
team of volunteers and is distributed free-of-charge to all members. The magazine consists of a
letter from the Minister, reports from the Session and Church organisations together with
extended articles of wider interest to the Church community.
Website and Social Media
The church website can be found at www.crowncourtchurch.org.uk. It has proved a successful
way of helping visitors, particularly those from overseas, to find the church and to be aware of our
style of worship. The website is regularly maintained and updated with news and events. The
church also maintains a social media presence on Twitter www.twitter.com/CrownCourtChrch or
@CrownCourtChrch, on Facebook www.facebook.com/CrownCourtChurchLondonWc2 and has a
YouTube channel which has been particularly useful as we have developed our on-line services
this year. All our social media channels are run by volunteers.
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The Coronavirus Pandemic
The COVID-19 pandemic of 2020 and 2021 has had a significant impact on the life and work of
Crown Court Church. We were closed for public worship as Government restrictions were
imposed to combat the virus. Nevertheless, we were able to resume COVID-safe Sunday morning
worship, with appropriate precautions and limitations on numbers, after each period of closure
and are currently enjoying worship in the church, albeit still with limitations on numbers.
The challenges of COVID-19 encouraged us to further develop and maintain our online presence
with increasingly sophisticated recordings of both Sunday and mid-week services, including livestreaming of some services. Our online services have been receiving numbers of visits (up to and
over 100) and it is clear that we now have a ‘virtual congregation’, including those from abroad,
which we did not have before. We are therefore keen to continue having services available online,
including live-streaming special services to enable those who cannot attend in person to view
the service contemporaneously.
Other church activities such as evening and midweek services, Sunday lunches and hall lettings
were also necessarily curtailed, but we have resumed fellowship over tea/coffee following the
Sunday morning service - much to the delight of members of the congregation! – and hall lettings
are beginning to recommence.
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Our New Minister
The Kirk Session voted in favour of departing from the Church’s traditional position in respect of
ministers in civil partnerships and same-sex marriages, and therefore applications are welcome
from all eligible ministers.
Could you be the next Minister of Crown Court?

Are you a minister (or a candidate for the ministry) who shows a clear love for God and a
personal commitment to follow Jesus Christ?
Are you able to create a vision for the future, leading our congregation in engaging worship,
witness and service to the wider community?
Can you relate to the sense of history and tradition reflected in our church and our worship?
Are you an inspirational communicator, able to make the teachings of Christ relevant to the
21st Century?
Do you have strong interpersonal skills, able to relate genuinely and easily to people of all
ages, from all walks of life and from different cultures?
Are you supportive and democratic in your approach with the ability to inspire, motivate
and encourage others?
Are you a collaborative team-player who promotes a culture of partnership - for example,
with the Kirk Session and other church committees/organisations - and who recognises and
leverages the strengths and talents of others?
Are you committed to pastoral care, including the particular needs of our congregation?
Would you be a positive representative and ambassador for Crown Court, for example at
ecumenical meetings and other Scots organisations in London?
Do you have sound management and organisational skills in relation to the business of the
church?
Application Process
Informal expressions of interest and enquiries may be sent to the Interim Moderator, Rev John
McMahon, at moderator@crowncourtchurch.org.uk

Formal applications should be sent to the Clerk to the Nominating Committee, clearly marked
Private and Confidential.
nomcom@crowncourtchurch.org.uk
Please include your CV, a cover letter of no more than 1,000 words outlining your suitability for
the position, and the names and contact details of 2 referees (your prior permission will be
sought before seeking references).
The closing date for applications is Friday 3 September 2021.

15

